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By Taylor DeVille

More than half of all drivers pulled 
over, searched, cited and arrested last year 
by Baltimore County police were Black, 
despite efforts to examine racial dispari-
ties in traffic stops in a county where Black 
residents make up less than a third of the 
population.

Police pulled over vehicles 31,000 
times last year during the coronavirus 
pandemic — a substantial decrease from 
nearly 83,000 traffic stops in 2019. Black 
people represent 30% of Baltimore Coun-
ty’s population, according to census esti-
mates, but were involved in 58% of all 
vehicle stops in 2020.

White drivers, who make up about 60% 
of the county’s population, accounted for 
just over 31% of traffic stops last year, 
according to the most recent update to 
the county’s traffic stop data dashboard, 
recently presented to the county’s Equi-
table Policing Advisory Group. Hispanic 
drivers account for 6% of the county popu-
lation and constituted 5% of traffic stops.

The racial disparity in traffic stops 
persisted last year despite the formation 
of the work group by Democratic County 
Executive Johnny Olszewski Jr. to assess 
police traffic stop practices and issue 
recommendations.

In a statement, Olszewski said he hoped 
the data would “inform the ongoing work” 
of the advisory group to “support sustained 
progress on this important issue.”

The group, whose focus has now 
expanded to all issues of policing equity, 
was launched in late 2019 after the prior 
year’s data showed 57% of Baltimore 
County traffic stops involved Black driv-
ers. In 2019, Black motorists were 55% of 
all stops, according to county data.

The Olszewski administration stopped 
short of answering what to make of the 
widened racial disparity in traffic stops 
since then.

Data: Black 
drivers 
arrested at 
higher rates
More than half of traffic stops 
in Baltimore County were  
of African Americans
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By Lorraine Mirabella

SquashWise, a nonprofit that helps 
Baltimore students boost academics and 
career readiness through the racket sport 
of squash, had just finalized plans to carve 
out a future home in the city’s former Grey-
hound bus terminal when it hit an unex-
pected snag.

The organization, based at Meadow Mill 
Athletic Club in Woodberry, had looked for 
years for space to accommodate its growth 
from just 14 students in 2007 to more than 
100.

The program purchased the long-closed 
bus terminal in Mount Vernon and plans 
to convert it into a squash and community 
center in the next two years. Soon after, 
program directors learned they would lose 
their current squash courts next month.

Meadow Mill club owner Nancy Cush-
man said Thursday the gym and squash 
facility in a converted mill in the Jones 
Falls Valley plans to close July 31 after 
being unable to recover from a three-month 
closure and drops in membership during 
the pandemic.

Abby Markoe, a co-founder and execu-
tive director of SquashWise, credited the 
nearly 30-year-old fitness club, known for 
its squash courts, with offering the space 

and support for SquashWise to grow.
“I always think of it as a gym with a heart,” 

Markoe said Friday. “It’s such an inclusive 
community, and we always felt welcome. … 
We’re going to have a couple of years where 
we’ll have to be a traveling roadshow.”

The city’s only public school squash 

program seeks to expand access to what 
is known in the U.S. as an exclusive and 
predominantly white sport played in coun-
try clubs, elite colleges and private schools, 
Markoe said.

SQUASHWISE MOVE 
GETS COMPLICATED  
Closing of Meadow Mill 
accelerates nonprofit’s plans 
to convert bus terminal 

Brett Poles, front, 17, of Baltimore, hits the ball while Obed Roman Garcia, 16, of Pikesville, watches as the high school members of SquashWise 
practice at Meadow Mill Athletic Club in Woodberry on Friday. KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTOS

Safety goggles belonging to Abby Markoe, executive director of SquashWise, rest on 
bleachers while Poles and Roman Garcia practice on the court. 
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By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan’s 
former president said Sunday the United 
States came to his country to fight extremism 
and bring stability to his war-tortured nation 
and is leaving nearly 20 years later having 
failed at both.

In an interview with The Associated Press 
weeks before the last U.S. and NATO troops 
leave Afghanistan, ending their ‘forever war,’ 
Hamid Karzai said extremism is at its “high-
est point” and the departing troops are leaving 
behind a disaster. 

“The international community came here 
20 years ago with this clear objective of fight-
ing extremism and bringing stability ... but 
extremism is at the highest point today. So 
they have failed,” he said. 

Their legacy is a war-ravaged nation in 
“total disgrace and disaster.”

“We recognize as Afghans all our failures, 
but what about the bigger forces and powers 
who came here for exactly that purpose? 
Where are they leaving us now?” he asked 
and answered: “In total disgrace and disaster.”

Still, Karzai, who had a conflicted rela-
tionship with the United States during his 
13-year rule, wanted the troops to leave, saying 
Afghans were united behind an overwhelm-
ing desire for peace and needed now to take 
responsibility for their future.

“We will be better off without their military 
presence,” he said. “I think we should defend 
our own country and look after our own lives.”

Karzai’s rule followed the overthrow of 
the Taliban in 2001 by a U.S.-led coalition 
that launched its invasion to hunt down and 
destroy the al-Qaida network and its leader, 
Osama bin Laden, blamed for the 9/11 attacks 
on America. 

Karzai: US failed its Afghan mission

With the last U.S. and NATO troops leaving Afghanistan, former President Hamid Karzai says 
extremism is at its “highest point,” and a disaster is being left behind. But he also says “we will be 
better off without their military presence.” RAHMAT GUL/AP

Former president says troops 
leaving behind a disaster
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Rahm birdies last  
2 holes to win US Open 
Jon Rahm, 26, of Spain, makes a bending 
25-foot birdie putt on the 17th hole to catch 
Louis Oosthuizen, then sinks a curling birdie 
putt from 18 feet on the final hole for a 
4-under-par 67 and a one-shot victory in 
the major at Torrey Pines in San Diego on 
Sunday. SEE SPORTS PAGE 1 
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CONFIRMED CASES BY COUNTY BY AGE RANGE BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Maryland coronavirus cases by the numbers
Confirmed cases: 461,739
Positivity rate (7 day): 0.72%
Female 241,552 (4,593)
Male 220,187 (4,897)
Confirmed deaths: 9,490
Probable deaths: 217
Currently hospitalized: 150
Acute care: 107
Intensive care: 43
Ever hospitalized: 43,622
Released from isolation: 10,908
Fully vaccinated: 3,250,002
State population age 18 and over 
with at least one dose: 73.1%

Allegany 7,044 (211)
Anne Arundel 43,927 (645)
Baltimore 65,880 (1,631)
Baltimore City 53,085 (1,219)
Calvert 4,237 (84)
Caroline 2,350 (30)
Carroll 9,520 (247)
Cecil 6,325 (150)
Charles 10,953 (213)
Dorchester 2,847 (64)
Frederick 19,823 (332)
Garrett 2,044 (64)

Harford 16,631 (292)
Howard 19,299 (247)
Kent 1,351 (49)
Montgomery 71,105 (1,570)
Prince George’s 85,414 (1,551)
Queen Anne’s 3,005 (50)
St. Mary’s 6,049 (132)
Somerset 2,620 (40)
Talbot 2,180 (44)
Washington 14,648 (325)
Wicomico 7,716 (173)
Worcester 3,686 (105)

0-9 26,112 (3)
10-19 47,648 (6)
20-29 84,632 (43)
30-39 79,103 (104)
40-49 68,764 (287)
50-59 68,695 (803)
60-69 45,743 (1,611)
70-79 25,105 (2,412)
80+ 15,937 (4,219)
Data not available (2)

African American (NH) 143,786 (3,431)
Asian (NH) 11,359 (324)
White (NH) 163,330 (4,782)
Hispanic 70,078 (833)
Other (NH) 21,597 (101)
Data not available 51,589 (19)
Note: NH = Non-Hispanic
Source: Maryland Health Department (updated 
Sunday morning)

Confirmed deaths in parentheses

Minority drivers were also cited and arrested 
more often than white motorists last year. Black 
drivers who were pulled over were issued a 
citation 27% of the time while 34% of Hispanic 
drivers stopped were cited, most often for 
registration and failure to follow traffic laws. 
Among white drivers who were stopped, 23% 
were cited.

In 2019, 60% of all citations and 57% of arrests 
involved Black drivers, according to county data. 
Statistics show that minority drivers made up 
two-thirds of traffic arrests last year: Black drivers 
accounted for 61% of the total 571 arrests, while 
white drivers were 31% of arrests and Hispanic 
drivers 5%.

Expired registration, reckless driving and 
operating improper equipment were the most 
likely reasons Black drivers were arrested last 
year. Among Hispanic motorists, a quarter of 
arrests were because of “moving violations” 
and “other stops,” according to the county dash-
board. White drivers who were arrested were 
mostly booked for reckless driving.

“I think it’s implicit bias — there’s gotta be 
some bias in this,” said former Baltimore County 
NAACP President Tony Fugett, who sits on the 
Equitable Policing Advisory Group.

“Or you just gotta say African Americans are 
disproportionately bad drivers, don’t take care 
of their cars, have registration issues — it’s one or 
the other, I guess,” he said.

Historically, Black motorists in Maryland have 
been stopped and searched by police at higher 
rates than their white counterparts, but data 
show they were less likely to be found with ille-
gal contraband than white motorists. In Balti-
more County, Black drivers constituted 50% of 
reported traffic stops by county police and 53% 
of vehicle searches between 2013 and 2016, state 
data show.

Traffic stop data does not include drivers who 
are pulled over from license reader or radar tech-
nology, nor stops at police checkpoints or during 
accidents.

In a draft report released in December, the traf-
fic stop work group recommended that the police 
department examine how officers conduct traffic 
stops for defective vehicle equipment to route out 
any discriminatory practices.

A final report that was expected to be released 
early this year is still in the works.

What next steps might be taken remain 
unclear, Fugett said. With the new, broader scope 
of the panel, he said the group’s original task was 
put on the back burner.

“I think it would be unfair to lay it on our shoul-
ders,” Fugett said of the advisory group. “I think 
that now that it’s out there … I’m hoping and pray-
ing that there will be progress.”

Drivers
from Page 1

During Karzai’s rule, women reemerged, girls 
again attended school, a vibrant, young civil soci-
ety emerged, new high-rises went up in the capi-
tal Kabul and roads and infrastructure were built. 
But his rule was also characterized by allegations 
of widespread corruption, a flourishing drug 
trade and in the final years relentless quarrels 
with Washington that continue today.

“The (U.S./NATO military) campaign was not 
against extremism or terrorism, the campaign 
was more against Afghan villages and hopes; 
putting Afghan people in prisons, creating pris-
ons in our own country ... and bombing all villages. 
That was very wrong,” Karzai said.

In April, when President Joe Biden announced 
the final withdrawal of the remaining 2,500 to 
3,500 troops, he said America was leaving having 
achieved its goals. Al-Qaida had been greatly 
diminished and bin Laden was dead. America 
no longer needed boots on the ground to fight 
the terrorist threats that might emanate from 
Afghanistan, he said.

Still, the attempts by the U.S. to bring about 
a political end to the decades of war have been 
elusive. It signed a deal with the Taliban in Febru-
ary 2020 to withdraw its troops in exchange for 
a Taliban promise to denounce terrorist groups 
and keep Afghanistan from again being a staging 
arena for attacks on America.

There is little evidence the Taliban are fulfill-
ing their part of the bargain. The United Nations 
claims the Taliban and al-Qaida are still linked. 
The architect of the U.S. deal and current U.S. 
peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad says some progress 
has been made but without offering any details.

Karzai has had harsh words and uncompro-
mising criticism of U.S. war tactics over the past 
two decades in Afghanistan. Yet he has become a 
linchpin of sorts in a joint effort being launched by 
the United States and Britain to get a quarrelsome 
Afghan leadership in Kabul united enough to talk 
peace with the Taliban. The insurgent group has 
shown little interest in negotiating and instead 
has stepped up its assaults on government posi-
tions.

The Taliban have made considerable strides 
since the May 1 start of the U.S. and NATO with-
drawal. They have overrun dozens of districts, 
often negotiating their surrender from Afghan 
national security forces. 

Karzai had a message for both sides in the 
conflict: “The two Afghan sides, none of them 
should be fighting.” While accusing both Paki-
stan, where the Taliban leadership is head-
quartered, and the United States of stoking the 
fighting, Karzai said it is up to Afghans to end 
decades of war.

Karzai
from Page 1

“It’s a sport you can pick up anytime 
and play your whole life and build rela-
tionships through,” Markoe said.

City middle schoolers and high school-
ers in the program get coaching and a 
chance to compete along with academic 
tutoring, mentoring and counseling in 
college and career preparation.

Each year, more than 90% of the 
program’s rising ninth graders are 
accepted to selective-entry high schools 
and more than 80% go on to college.

SquashWise partners with KIPP-
Ujima, a Title I charter school in West 
Baltimore, and with the Squash and 
Education Alliance, a network of more 
than 20 similar programs in cities such as 
Philadelphia, Chicago and Detroit.

In the new facility, on the campus of 
the Maryland Center for History and 
Culture, the program expects to nearly 
double the number of student partici-
pants. The program acquired the former 
terminal at Howard and Centre streets 
from the Maryland Center on May 11 for 
$2 million.

The historic building served as a bus 
terminal from 1941 until 1987. Maryland 
Center, formerly known as the Maryland 
Historical Society, acquired it in 1999 and 
in 2016 decided to offer the unused real 
estate for redevelopment.

SquashWise directors envision trans-

forming the old terminal into six squash 
courts, a multipurpose fitness space, 
classrooms and a rec room, for after-
school tutoring, sports programs, local 
matches and regional tournaments.

It’s designed to serve as a community 
center that expands the reach of squash 
beyond traditional settings. It will work 
with Maryland Center for History on 
programs as well.

SquashWise’s move to the Market 
Center Historic District is expected to 
add to revitalization efforts along the 
Howard Street corridor and bring new 
life to the historic terminal, said Katie 
Caljean, Maryland Center for History’s 
vice president of education and strategic 
engagement, in an announcement.

Meadow Mill Athletic Club’s closure 
adds new urgency to a soon-to-be-
launched fundraising campaign to build 
out the new SquashWise home, Markoe 
said. The nonprofit had estimated an 
already ambitious two-year period for 
fundraising and renovations, but now 
hopes to fast-track those efforts. It has not 
yet announced a fundraising goal. In the 
interim, the program is lining up other 
area courts.

Some of the older SquashWise students 
are especially anxious to see the new 
facility become a reality — before they 
graduate from high school.

On Friday, Brett Poles, 17, of Park 
Heights, and Obed Roman Garcia, 16, a 
rising junior at Pikesville High School, 
met up for a few games at Meadow Mill. 

Rackets in hand, they circled each other 
on the four-walled court to hit the ball.

Poles, a rising senior at St. Paul’s School 
for Boys who hopes to play squash in 
college, joined the program in fifth grade.

“I wanted to try something new,” Poles 
said. “I had never heard of squash before.”

Students said the program has helped 
them improve academics and become 
more motivated. They’ve been able to 
meet people while traveling out of state 
for tournaments and attend summer 
camps they’re referred to through the 
program.

“At first I wasn’t as strong with my 
academics. I wasn’t as focused,” said 
Roman Garcia, who joined in seventh 
grade and now plays almost daily. “Squash 
has helped me focus more on academics.”

Abisola Abina, a 16-year-old rising 
junior at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, 
said she was first drawn to the program as 
a “resume builder.”

“When I tried out and I made the 
team, I realized I actually wanted to join 
because it was fun,” Abina said. “I like the 
competition … and you focus on yourself 
and your strengths and weaknesses.”

Savoy Adams, a sophomore at Loyola 
University of Maryland who joined as a 
seventh grader and helps lead an alumni 
network, said his two younger brothers 
have followed him into the program.

For its future home, he said he envi-
sions “a place of our own that is contribut-
ing to generational change for the future 
of the city.”

Brett Poles, left, 17, of Baltimore, and Obed Roman Garcia, 16, of Pikesville, chat while breaking from practice as high school members of 
SquashWise at Meadow Mill Athletic Club in Woodberry. KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN

SquashWise
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By Karin Laub 
Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordan’s version 
of a trial of the century gets underway 
Monday when a relative of King Abdul-
lah II and a former chief of the royal court 
are to be ushered into the defendants’ cage 
at the state security court to face charges 
of sedition and incitement.

They are accused of conspiring with 
a senior royal — Prince Hamzah, a half 
brother of the king — to foment unrest 
against the monarch while soliciting 
foreign help.

The palace drama erupted in April, 
when Hamzah was placed under house 
arrest. It has since broken taboos in Jordan 
and sent jitters through foreign capitals, 
with Western powers rallying behind 
Abdullah, an indispensable ally in an 
unstable region.

The case exposed rivalries in Jordan’s 
traditionally discreet Hashemite dynasty 
and spawned unprecedented public criti-
cism of the monarch. The defendants are 
the most senior establishment figures to 
appear before the security court, which 
typically goes after drug offenders or 
suspected militants.

“As far as I know, there has not been a 
case this big in the history of Jordan,” said 
defense lawyer Ala Khasawneh. 

Hamzah, 41, is the central figure, though 
he is not facing charges. In clashing narra-
tives, he is either a champion of ordinary 
Jordanians suffering from economic 
mismanagement and corruption, or a 
disgruntled royal who never forgave 
Abdullah for taking away his title of crown 
prince in 2004 in favor of the king’s oldest 
son.

The indictment, leaked to state-linked 
media, alleges Hamzah “was deter-
mined to achieve his personal ambition” 
of becoming king. It says the prince and 
the defendants — Sharif Hassan bin Zaid, 
a royal, and Bassem Awadallah, a former 
royal adviser — conspired to stir discon-
tent.

Security agencies began monitoring 
them in March, at a time of public uproar 
over an oxygen outage at a hospital in the 
town of Salt that killed eight coronavirus 
patients. 

Hamzah met with bereaved families 
after the king visited Salt. The indictment 
alleged that the prince “took advantage” 
of the families’ pain to spread a populist 
message.

Hamzah’s popularity stems from ties 
he has nurtured with Jordan’s tribes, the 
bedrock of Hashemite rule. Atef Majali, 
a tribal leader in the town of Karak, said 
he and other sheikhs have met with the 
prince more than a dozen times over the 
years, but denied the king was criticized 
at these events.

The indictment alleged that Hamzah 
and the two defendants were working on 
social media messages the prince was to 
post, with the aim of “inciting some groups 
in society against the ruling system and 
state agencies.” Hamzah has denied sedi-
tion claims.

On April 3, the day he was placed under 
house arrest, more than a dozen tribal and 
public figures were arrested, including his 
chief aide. Only Awadallah and bin Zaid 
remain in detention.

The prince is not in legal trouble, with 
the king saying the matter is being dealt 
with by the family and that his half brother 
remains under his care. The royal court 
has declined comment when asked if 
Hamzah can leave his Amman palace or 
communicate with others. Atef Majali said 
Hamzah’s staff was not allowed back to 

work.
Khasawneh, who represents bin Zaid, 

a distant cousin of the king, said his client 
is “in shock” and plans to plead not guilty. 

Bin Zaid is also charged with narcot-
ics possession after two pieces of hashish 
were allegedly found in his home.

The lawyer said he plans to call Hamzah 
to the stand — potentially amplifying the 
sensationalist nature of the trial. It’s not 
clear if the palace, eager to tamp down the 
crisis, would allow the prince to make his 
case on such a public stage. 

Khasawneh said his client plans to fight 
the charges and brushed aside questions 
about a possible plea deal. 

The defendants face up to 20 years in 
prison.

In the days leading up to the trial, a 
broader narrative has surfaced, though it 
is only alluded to in the indictment.

In this version, the alleged conspira-
tors sought foreign help to exploit the 
king’s perceived vulnerability at a time 
when he was under pressure from the 
U.S. and Saudi Arabia to accept a now-de-
funct Trump administration Mideast 
plan often referred to as the Deal of the 
Century. Jordan has expressed concern 
that the plan would weaken the monarch’s 
historic role as guardian of major Muslim 
and Christian sites in contested Jerusa-
lem and a pillar of Hashemite claims to 
legitimacy.

Allegations about foreign outreach 
focus on Awadallah, who holds Jordanian, 
U.S. and Saudi citizenship, once served as 
the king’s official envoy to Saudi Arabia 
and has close ties to Saudi Arabia’s power-
ful crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman.

In Jordan, Awadallah has been widely 
blamed for economic policies seen as 
mainly benefiting the rich and has been 
dogged by corruption suspicions. In 
Riyadh, he had been visibly involved in 
efforts to draw foreign investments.

Jordan’s palace drama set for historic day in court
2 accused of working  with a 
senior royal to foment unrest
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